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May 1 St. Joseph Day Celebration 
May 7 St. Marguerite’s open house for Grade 4 students 
May 12 Gr. 3 Gov’t. Exam, Language Arts- Part A Writing 
May 13 Grade 3 Spring Concert - 7:00 pm 
May 14 Grade 4 Spring Concert- 7:00 pm  
May 14 Class Pictures for T/TH ECS and Grade 4  
May 15 Gr. 3 Gov’t Exam, Timed # Facts- Math 

May 18 Victoria Day—No School 
May 20 Track Meet for Grade 3 and 4 students 
May 25 School Council Meeting- 6:30 PM 
May 26 Science Expo 1-3 pm & 6:30 -7:30 PM 
May 29 ECS Test Drive and Family Dance  
June 2 County Track Meet for Grade 3 and 4 students 
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As many of you already know, I will be leaving St. Joseph School as of May 11th to 
become Principal of John Paul II School in Stony Plain.  I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank everyone in the community; staff, students, and parents for 
their support and friendship over the last 8 years.  While I may be leaving St. Jo-
seph, I want you to know I am taking much of the spirit and love of the school with 
me.  Once you’ve been in such a tremendous environment, it changes and shapes 
you.  Thanks to everyone for that, you will be missed. 
 
I would like to extend a big St. Joseph School welcome to our new Principal, Mr. 
Ray Renaud.  Mr. Renaud is currently the Principal of St. Marguerite’s School so 
he is no stranger to the community.  Prior to being the Principal of St. Marg’s he 
was Principal of St. Mary’s in Westlock,, a Kindergarten to grade 12 school. 
 
God Bless, 
 
Mr. Dempsey 

A special thanks to Mr. Dempsey for his 
many years of dedication and service to the 
St. Joseph School community.  The staff and 
students wish him well in his new challenge 
as Principal of John Paul II School.   
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During May, the Grade 3 students will be complet-
ing Provincial Achievement testing.  Please note the 
dates below and ensure your child has adequate rest 
and a healthy breakfast so that they are in finest 
form to write their exams. 
Grade 3 students:   Tuesday, May 12th 
 Government ELA Exam, Part A Writing  
 Friday, May 15th 
 Government Math Exam, Timed # Facts 
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It’s time to dust off the bicycles and hit the city sidewalks and 
roads.  We would like to remind everyone of the importance of 
wearing a helmet at all times while biking.  In Al-
berta, it is mandatory for children under the age of 18 
to wear a helmet while biking.  Here are some impor-
tant safety tips about the proper fit of a helmet. 
· Make sure it is level from front to back and it 

should sit approximately 3 cm above the eyebrows. 
· It must sit squarely on top of the head protecting the fore-

head and the back of the head. 
· Make sure it fits snugly and does not slide around on the 

head. 
· It should only be able to be removed by removing the re-

tention straps. 
For more information on bicycle safety contact the Traffic 
Safety Initiative at 422-8839 or visit www.saferoads.com 
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Budding scientists in Grades 1-4 are preparing exciting science 
projects at home.  The projects will be displayed in the St. Jo-
seph Gym on Tuesday, May 26 from 1:00-3:00 PM and 6:30 - 
7:30 PM.  Projects are not being judged and all students who 
participate in the science expo will be recognized for their ef-
forts.  This is a wonderful opportunity to share the love for sci-
ence and the excitement of learning!!! 
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There will be a family dance on Friday, May 29th at 
7:00 pm.  There will be a DJ playing music, a pea-
nut free potluck snack table and lots of prizes to 
give away.  In conjunction with the dance, there will 
be a raffle with all proceeds going to the Holy 
Childhood Association.  We will also be taking last orders for 
garbage bags and recycle bags.  There is no charge for this fun 
filled event.  Everyone is welcome! 
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Our St. Joseph Track and Field Day for grade 3 and 4 
students will be held on Wednesday, May 20.   On 
that day, the 10 year old boys and girls will venture 
off to St. Marguerite to compete against the 10 year 
olds there. Events include 50m, 100m, 200m and 800m dash, 
running long jump, standing long jump, ball throw and high 
jump. Some students will be chosen to represent the school in 
the county track meet at St. Marguerite School on June 2rd. 
If you are interested in helping out with the event, please con-
tact your child’s home room teacher and they will get your 

name and assign you to an event.  Thank you for your support. 
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The Annual Kindergarten test drive will be held on Friday, May 
29th.  Parents of next year’s Kindergartens will be contacted to 
arrange a time for their child to visit and get a feel for what 
Kindergarten offers.  The children spend time in a classroom 
with one of our four ECS teachers and get some time to get 
acquainted with the school setting.  If you have any questions 
regarding the program, do not hesitate to contact us at the 
school.  
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This is a reminder to parents who are coming into the school to 
pick-up or drop off their children, to please check in at the of-
fice first.  It is very important that the office staff know who is 
in the building at all times.  Parents who are going to be in the 
school for any length of time will need to be wearing their par-
ent volunteer  identification tag or a visitor tag.  Visitor tags are 
available from the office staff.    We thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. 
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Parent/community volunteers must have a criminal record 
check from the RCMP before their volunteer tag will be issued.  
To initiate the criminal record check you will need to ask the 
office staff for a letter to take to the RCMP station.  This letter 
may take a few days to get to you as it must be a personalized 
letter signed by the principal.  Once the RCMP receive the let-
ter it can take up to six (6) weeks for the record check to come 
back.  Parents who would like to start this process now are en-
couraged to do so.  If you would like more information, please 
contact the school office at 962-8788. 
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The People Who Hugged Trees is a folktale from India con-
necting to both the grade three social studies program, as well 
as our school theme of "Care for God's Creation".  The students 
have been creating many aspects of this performance, and are 
excited to share it with their families on Wednesday, May 13th 
for grade 3 students, and Thursday, May 14th for grade 4 stu-
dents.  Both concerts begin at 7:00 PM, but students are asked 
to be at the school at 6:30PM in order to prepare for the per-
formance.  See you there! 
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With summer just around the corner, join us in educating teens 
and families on issues such as cyber bullying, cyber violence, 
sexual exploitation, internet acronyms. Parental involvement 
can ensure our kids safety while they are on the internet. Find 
out about safe educational games for kids online. Workshop is 
free and no registration is required. Spruce Grove Library, 
Thursday May 28th 6-8pm.  
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The last school council meeting for this school year will be held 
on May 25 at 6:30 PM.  All parents are welcome.  Hope to see 
you there. 
�
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In Michelle Borba’s book “Virtues of Moral Intelligence” she 
recommends that parents evaluate their child’s conscience.  In 
the survey below write the number that you think best repre-
sents your child’s current level on the line following each state-
ment and then add all of them up to get their total score.  The 
guidelines for scoring are below the survey.  Have fun doing 
this. 
 
5 = Always   4 = Frequently   3 = Sometimes   2 = Rarely   1 = Never 
 
A Child with a Healthy Conscience  My Child  
Admits mistakes and says they are sorry  _____ 
Can identify their wrong behaviour and describe 
why it was wrong     _____ 
Is honest and can be counted on to keep their word _____ 
Rarely needs reminders from authority figures as 
to how to act right    _____ 
Recognizes the consequences of their improper  
behaviour     _____ 
When wrong, accepts blame and doesn’t try to 
attribute the problem to others   _____ 
Feels shame or guilt about their wrong or  
improper actions     _____ 
Knows the right way to act and does it even when 
pressured by others not to    _____ 
Tries to make amends if they cause physical or 
emotional injury     _____ 
Knows how to turn a wrong action into a right one _____ 
 
40- 50 Your child is in great shape with their conscience 
30- 40 Your child could benefit from virtue enhancement 
20- 30 Your child may have potential problems with conscience 
10- 20 Your child could have real problems with conscience 
 
If you feel you are having difficulty with your child and this 
most important of virtues “Conscience”, make sure you read the 
June newsletter for possible suggestions.  
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Smart Photography will be taking class pictures 
and the grade 4 group picture on the following 
days. 
Thursday, May 14 (PM) - T/Th ECS, Grade 4 
class pictures, and the Grade 4 group picture 
Wednesday, June 3 - M/W ECS, AM/PM ECS, and Grade 1-3 
Class pictures 
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During the month of May our school commu-
nity will focus on animals, specifically pets, 
and the important part they have in God’s 
plan for creation.  The students will actively 
learn about how and why animals may end 
up in shelters and about our responsibilities as pet owners and 
community members to these animals.  Engage your child in a 
conversation about animals and see where it takes you.   
The Used Book Sale was a huge success.  Thank-you to all the 
students that donated or bought used books.  Not only did we 

save a few trees by recycling our old books we raised $1200.00.  
Way to go St. Joseph’s School.  The money raised will go to the 
girls’ school in Ethiopia, who we helped build an additional 
classroom for last year through the Giving Games. 
 
���������
&����0�� �
Traffic around our school continues to be an issue both before 
and after school as we grow and grow.  Please read the follow-
ing reminders to ensure that you are following the correct pro-
cedures in picking up your child.  If everyone follows these 
guidelines, we can be more assured of the student’s safety as 
they leave the school. 
1. Absolutely no parking or stopping on Weston Drive be-
tween the buses and our entrance. 
2. Come to a complete stop at the crosswalk and pay close 
attention to the patrols.  They are stationed there for our chil-
dren’s safety. 
3. The sidewalk / driveway that is in front of our parking area 
is a crosswalk as well.  Please look out for students. 
4. You may park around the inner circle in the turn around. 
5. Absolutely no parking on the outside edge of the turn 
around.  This area is meant strictly for pick up. 
6. No stopping in the middle of the turn around. 
7. Drive slowly! 
8. The yellow curb means that no parking is permitted. 
9. If you need to park and there are no more spots in our lot, 
please use the neighbourhood.  A walk is in-
volved but safety comes first. 
 
We know that if we have everyone cooperating 
with these guidelines, we will have a safer envi-
ronment for our children. 
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St. Marguerite School would like to invite all current Grade 4 
students and their parents to their Grade 5 Open House on 
Thursday May 7th at 7:00 pm.  Students and their parents will 
receive information on what they can expect for next year, an 
opportunity to meet the Grade 5 teachers, and a tour of the 
school.  Registration forms for St. Marguerite can be returned 
to the school during the evening as well.  If you have any ques-
tions or would like further information, please call St. Margue-
rite School at 962-8787. 
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On Friday, June 5th at 11:30 - St. Joseph staff would like to 
show their appreciation towards our school volunteers by host-
ing a volunteer lunch.  All parents, grandpar-
ents and others who have volunteered in the 
school this year, are most welcome to attend.   
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St. Joseph School will be taking registrations 
for the 2009 - 2010 school year from May 11 - 
May 29.  Parents who expect their children to be back at St. 
Joseph School in the fall are asked to confirm registration dur-
ing this period.  If you know your child will not be attending St. 
Joseph School in the fall, please let the office know. 



School Council 
Meeting—6:30 p.m. 

Immunization 
Update for Gr.2/3 

 
 

Lieu Day for Parent/ 
Student/Teacher 

Conferences 
No School 

 
 
 

Victoria Day 
 

No School 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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