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June 2 City/County track and field 
June 2-3 Ft. Edmonton/Bennett Centre (4Gui, 4Mos, 1/2 of 4Mill) 
June 5 Volunteer Lunch at 11:30 am 
June 9-10 Ft. Edmonton/Bennett Centre (4G, 4Mur, 1/2 of 4Mill) 
June 11 Grade 2 Creepy Crawly Day 
June 11 ECS Father’s Day Tailgate Party 
June 15 Hoja Presentation 2:00—3:00 pm 
June 16 Grade 3 Achievement Test—Language Arts-Reading  
June 18 Grade 3 Achievement Test—Math 

June 18 Grade 1 Farm fieldtrip  
June 19 ECS Circus and last day for ECS 
June 22 Grade 1 and 2 Fun Day (PM only)  
June 24 Grade 2 Swim (PM) 
June 25 Grade 3 Fieldtrip to Spruce Grove Waterpark 
June 26 Year End Celebration, 1:00 p.m. 
June 26 Last class day for students & Year End Celebration  
June 29 Professional Development Day, no students attend 
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In appreciation of all that parents do we will be hosting a Parent 
Volunteer Lunch on Friday, June 5th at 11:30 am.  The lunch 
will be supplied by the staff in recognition of the support that 
they have received this year through constant parent involve-
ment.  From cutting out letters, to giving weekly spelling tests 
and from helping with the sports days, to attending those field 
trips, the school just wouldn't function near as well if it wasn’t 
for the helping hands of the parents.  Once again, thanks to all 
those parents who have taken an active role in their child’s edu-
cation. 
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The ECS rooms are a real circus as the Kindergarten 
students learn underneath the big top.  The kin-
derkids have been learning all about the life in the 
circus and are busy creating a circus of their own 
for their last day of school, June 19th.  Everyone 
loves a circus!  The day will actually begin with a 
special celebration at 9:00 wishing the students a great summer 
and sending them off with a St. Joseph Medal. 
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Our main registration blitz has ended, but many families who 
have not confirmed registration for next year are asked to do so 
as soon as possible.  Again, we require this information in order 
to plan classes for the coming year.  A reminder:  If you choose 
to buy supplies through the school, we need to know before 
June 12th! 
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The grade three and four classes had a wonderful 
day as they participated in their annual Track Meet 
on Friday, May 22th.  The ten year old competitors 
went to St. Marg’s to vie against those ten year olds 
in grade five while the eight and nine year olds 
stayed at the school to compete.   
A great day was had by all and we would especially like to 
thank all the parent volunteers who came out to assist with the 
events.  Once again all your hard work was really appreciated. 
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Just a reminder to those grade three parents that their children 
will be writing the last of their Provincial Achievement Tests 
later this month.  They will be writing the Language Arts  por-
tion on  June 16th and the Math section on June 18th. 
Please ensure that your child comes to school having eaten a 
healthy breakfast and that they get plenty of rest so they can 
write the test to the best of their ability. 
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School Council wrapped up the school year with its last meet-
ing on May 25.  A big thank you to all the parents who came 
out to the meetings throughout the year.  Your support is very 
much appreciated. 
Next year, consider stopping by a School Council meeting on a 
Monday evening for a cup of coffee or tea and listen to other 
parents and the Administration talk about the St. Joseph Ele-
mentary School. 

Mark your calendars!  Our first meeting of the year, our AGM, 
will be on Monday Sept 21, 2009.   If you decide that you want 
to volunteer, great! 
If not, we would love to see you there anyway. 
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In order to celebrate the wonderful weather and the end of an-
other successful school year, the school  will be holding its an-
nual “Fun in the Sun” day for Grade 1 and 2 students on Mon-
day, June 22.   The afternoon is dedicated to sports and good 
times with friends.   
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The grade four classes are preparing to finish up their educa-
tional experiences at St. Joseph School  with a year end trip to 
Fort Edmonton and the  Bennett Center .  The students spend 
the day at Fort Edmonton completing a photo scavenger hunt 
and looking at the development of the City of Edmonton due to 
the original fur trade.  After spending the night at the Fort,  they 
pack up and head  to the Bennett Centre the second day.   There 
they experience a program dealing with Alberta’s past, the fur 
trade and the early pioneers of Alberta.  This overnight trip is a 
tremendous way for the grade fours to solidify some friendships 
and set a strong memory of their years at St. Joe’s.    
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When teachers put together class lists at the end of each year in 
preparation for the coming school year they put a great deal of 
time considering the appropriate student combination to maxi-
mize the learning which will occur in the classroom.  With this 
in mind, St. Joseph School does not take specific teacher re-
quests as it affects the combination of students and the class 
size.   
If you have an academic concern about student programming 
please do not hesitate to talk to your child’s teacher or a school 
administrator.  Thank you for your understanding in this matter. 
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Dear Students and Families of St. Joseph, 
Just a short note to inform and thank you for the earthquake 
donations for the people of L’Aquila, Italy.   We have raised 
$297. 03 and the money will be going to help  the people with 
food, shelter, medical help and restoration of their homes.   We 
are proud that we have raised this money on behalf of St. Jo-
seph School and we will still be taking donations till the end of 
the week.   Again, we should all be proud that we are helping 
people across the world. 
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Just a reminder that the hot lunch program has ended as of June 
1st.  Thank you to all those dedicated volunteers who helped 
this year.  We couldn’t run it without you.   
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Just a reminder that students need to have at school indoor run-
ners for indoor gym and outdoor runners for outdoor 
gym.  Open toe sandals are unsafe footwear for indoor and out-
door gym.  Please ensure that your child has these runners at 
school on their gym days.  Thank you. 
�
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In the last newsletter you may have completed a short question-
naire to get an idea of the strength of your child’s conscience.  
From Michelle Borba’s book “Building Moral Intelligence” 
here are a few possibilities that you, as a parent, might want to 
use to assist you in strengthening your child’s conscience. 
1. Be a strong moral example:  Children learn moral stan-

dards in those minute-by-minute cues around 
the house.  How you treat your family, 
friends, and others as well as the movies you 
watch and the books you read are powerful 
moral lessons for the “little ones” that are 
constantly watching you.  So make sure that 
the behaviours that your children are picking 
up on are the ones you want them to copy. 

2. Develop a close, mutually respectful relationship:  Chil-
dren are most influenced by those persons towards whom 
they feel the strongest attachment and deepest respect, so 
take uninterrupted time and develop the kind of relation-
ship that makes you, the parent your child’s primary moral 
instructor. 

3. Share Your Moral Beliefs:  Look for moral issues on TV, 
in the paper, in the neighbourhood or in the movies that are 
discussion starters about moral virtue.  Talk about the is-
sues as they come up and allow your child, with your guid-
ance, to determine what is the “right thing to do”. 

4. Expect and Demand Moral Behaviours:  Expect the fol-
lowing morals in your home and be insistent that they are 
constantly present; honesty, kindness, peacefulness, re-
spect, responsibility, effort and perseverance.  If you see 
your child breach these virtues it is extremely important to 
ensure that they are aware of the expectations IN THE 
HOME. 

5. Use Moral Reasoning and Questioning:  Questioning 
your child is an excellent way to help kids look at another 
perspective and understand the consequences of their be-
haviour.  Try these questions: 
Is this the right thing to do? 
Why do you think I am concerned? 
How would you feel if someone treated you this way? 
If you don’t follow through on your word, what do you 
think will happen to my trust in you? 

6. Explain Your Parenting Behaviour:  Studies find that if 
a parent clearly explains the reasons for rules in the home 
then children will understand the rule and abide by it.  
Children need to know not only do we want them to do the 
right thing but also why we want them to act that way.  
Clearly describing why you set a standard helps enhance 
your child’s moral growth. 

Try these tactics and assist your child in developing that most 
important of virtues “Conscience”. 
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There will be a Parent Health Club meeting on Tuesday, June 9 
at 10:30 a.m. in the conference room at St. Joseph School.  Eve-
ryone is invited.  Agenda items include attaining pedometers 
and special recess equipment. involving businesses plus other 
initiatives that promote the physical and emotional health of 
students, families and staff. 
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Students at St. Joseph’s School have tried to make our little part 
of the world a better place this year by; reducing water con-
sumption and electrical use, lessening the number of trees we 
cut down, caring for the less fortunate, by donating toys and 
food at Christmas time, and learning to be more caring towards 
God’s beautiful animals.  This month the students will try to 
reduce the number of times they travel by car to get to a place.  
They can show care for God’s creation by riding their bikes or 
walking rather than taking a car for short 
trips around Spruce Grove.  By doing so we 
will reduce the amount of pollution that 
destroys the beauty of the Earth.   
The money from the light bulbs, used book 
sale, and staff silent auction raised over $3 
300.  This money was multiplied by 4 by 
our federal government and the international initiative, making 
the total $13 200.  This money will be sent to an all girls’ 
school in Ethiopia.  Last year we helped build an additional 
classroom onto their school.  This year’s money will help build 
a teachers’ boarding house.   
Thank-you to helping the children learn about being Stewards 
of the Earth this year.  Your support, participation, and generos-
ity was a large part of our success. 
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Please note that the bus passes for the 2009—2010 school year 
may be purchased at Broxton Park in Spruce Grove or at Stony 
Plain Central in Stony Plain on the following dates: 
Aug 17—21 from 11:30—7:00 pm 
Aug 24—28 from 11:30—7:00 pm 
If you have any questions about bussing, please call 963—
8452. 
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Once again, our lost and found bins are overflowing with items 
from the last few months.  Please take some time to come in 
and check for clothing, shoes, boots, etc. that may have been 
left behind by your child during the year.  Please arrange to take 
a look prior to June23rd when we will pack it off to the Good-
will. 
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Summer is finally here and more and more students are riding 
their bikes to school.  This is a cause of some concern as our 
parking lot has a tendency to deal with a high volume of cars.  
Please remember to be watchful as you are driving around the 
school  and park only in the assigned parking areas.  When peo-
ple park in loading zones it makes it more difficult for other 
drivers to see the little bodies  whether they are on bike or foot.  
Safety needs to come first.  Thanks for your consideration. 
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Parents are reminded to ensure their children are wearing sun 
block on the warm sunny days at school.  Students should also 
have hats to wear outside to protect their skin from the sun dur-
ing recess.  It is extremely important to protect children’s skin 
from sun damage to avoid major problems as they get older. 



 

Have a safe Summer Vacation 
See you in the Fall! 

First day back is August 31. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Gr. 4 Overnight Field trip  

Gr. 4 Overnight Field trip  


