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January Newsletter
A New Beginning

Welcome back!! I'm ex-
cited to begin a new year
and a new decade! Our
year together is nearly half
complete, and | can not
believe how quickly the
time has gone. | want to
thank each and every one
of you for all the time, ef-
fort and care you show
your child as well as the
class of 4Mur. | appreciate
all you do to help make
this year a great one.

| hope all of your Christ-
mases were joyous and
restful. As we embark on
a new month, we will need
some of that energy we
recovered over Christmas
break, as it will prove to
be a busy month. There is
a lot of “heavier” curricu-
lum to get through.

I hope all of you enjoyed
the Christmas Mass last
month. | was very proud of

SKATING

our student choir! You
sounded fantastic!

Our Christmas Around the
World day was fantastic
as students learned how
children in Mexico, Po-
land, Holland, Germany
and ltaly celebrate Christ-
mas.

Our last day before Christ-
mas break was a day of
fun! We made Christmas
crafts and students had
the opportunity to relax
and socialize with each
other as they played

board games and watched
a movie. It was a great
way to end a great month!

| would like to send out a
big thank-you for all of the
wonderful holiday greet-
ings and Christmas gifts. |
am blessed to share such
a special holiday with your
child.

Important Dates:

Jan. 1 - Happy New
Year!

Jan. 4 - Classes re-
sume.

Jan. 11— Scholastic
Book Orders due

Jan. 13 - Grade 4 ATV
Safety presentation

Jan.15- Olympic
Torch comes to Spruce
Grove!

Jan. 20— Skating @
10:30

Jan. 28— Skating @
10:30

Jan. 29— PD Day- No
School

As part of our PE program
this month, we will be
bused to the Spruce Grove
Agrena twice for ice skat-
ing. In order to maximize
skating time, it would be
appreciated if a few parent
volunteers could meet us
there to help tie skates.
Please let me know if you
can help!

Our rink times are :

Wednesday, Jan. 28—
Bus leaves @ 10:20.
Skate from 10:30-11:15.
Return to school @ 11:35

Thursday, Jan. 28— Bus
leaves @ 10:20. Skate
from 10:30-11:15. Return
to school @ 11:35.

Parents are welcome to
meet us at the Agrena
and join us for skating!

Students will require their
own skates and a helmet. If
you child does not have a
helmet, the school has hel-
mets that he/she may bor-
row . However, skates must
be brought from home.

Please note: For safety con-
cerns, no hockey sticks are
allowed on the ice.
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LANGAGE ARTS

MATH

| encourage you to continue to
read with your child and track their
READING MINUTES on the Home
reading apples. We will begin the
New Year by continuing to develop
our writing skills using the 6+1
Writing Traits model focusing on
Organization and Sentence Flu-
ency.

| am excited that we will begin our
second novel study on The Lion,
the Witch, and the Wardrobe very
soon! Students will love exploring
the fantasy world of Narnia and all
of its unique characters.

We will also continue alternately
completing units from grammar,
handwriting and spelling.

SCIENCE

Our second book project will be
due the last week of February
for those students who may
want to think about choosing
and reading a book now. | will

be sending home a Book Project

Selection Form soon and stu-
dents are reminded that they
must choose a different project
than the one they completed in
the first term. It is strongly rec-

ommended that students choose

a novel (not a non-fiction book)
as it better meets the project cri-
teria. Please let me know if you
have any questions or concerns
regarding this.
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We are continuing our unit on Multipli-
cation and Division Facts and students
are doing very well so far! Keep prac-
tising at home! We will begin division
by the middle of the month, and I am
hoping that by the end of January we
will begin a unit on Geometry. We will
return to multiplying and dividing lar-
ger numbers right after Spring Break.

Beginning Jan. 4, students will be
completing weekly Mad Minute quiz-
zes on times tables. On Mondays they
will receive the set of facts to practice
at home during the week, and on Fri-
days they will have a 3-minute timed
test on those facts.

SOCIAL STUDIES

Students have discovered that sim-
ple machines are very com-

The Advent season was stud-
5 ied at length last month

mon and make work easier
for humans. They were sur-
prised to discover that a 1
spoon and a slide are consid-

and it was a joyous
1 unit. We are continu-
| ing our study of the
New Testament with a

ered machines! We had fun
conducting friction and inclined
plane experiments! We will con-
tinue to explore the six types of sim-
ple machines with a focus on lev-
ers, pulleys, and gears.

SKI TRIP

< =~ focus on John the Bap-

tist and the 12 Apostles. Stu-
dents are now very proficient
at finding verses in their
Bibles, as we continue to
learn that Jesus is the Way,
the Truth, and the Life.

BIRTHDAYS

Our Grade 4’s have been sent a
mysterious fossil and we are try-
ing to discover who it belongs to
and why it is important! Students
are researching Alberta’s fossil
history and are learning about
the Tyrrell Museum and Dino-
saur Provincial Park. This
month we will also focus on Al-
berta’s natural resources and
energy

sources. { ;

We are very excited about the
Grade 4 ski trip to Rabbit Hill on
February 3! (weather permitting).
We leave first thing in the morning
and will return approximately
around 6:30-7:00 pm and your
child will need to picked up by a
parent at the school. A detailed
newsletter containing all informa-
tion and a permission/registration
form will be sent home soon.

Happy birthday wishes go out to the
following special person:

Dylan Brown: January 23

We hope you have a 0

great birthday!
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Super Star Students!

Justin, thank you for sharing
your unique thoughts with us and
for your very neat work!

Thank you Courtney for being such a great
helper to me and others and for being a kind
person!

Carson, thank you for your participation in
class and for your hard work on your writ-
ing. Keep it up!!

VOLUME 1, ISSUE 5

Page 2



