Dear Parents,
Our little angels

are preparing their
hearts for this spe-
Cial Advent season
anhd are excited to

celebrate Christ’s
Birthday! Qur

themes for Decem-

ber are Advent,

Christmas and Polar

Express.

During this Advent

season we will be

sending home a Joy
Box. Inside will be in-
structions for your
family. This is a time
tO0 prepare our hearts
and minds for Christ..
This is a Sreat Chance
t0 share Christ’s baby
story with your child.
Please see Calendar
for your child’s day.

For our Christmas Craft
day we will heed many
helpers. Please contacCt
me at the SChool if you
are able to come in. This
day is full of fun Crafts
that will keep us busy all
day long. Even if you Cah
come inh for a little bit it
would be great!

1 wish you all a beauti-
Ful Christmas full of
[ove, laughter and hap-
piness. T would like to
thank you all for your
Kihdness, support, and
your super amazing Kids!

Blessings,
Miss J. McMorrow

St. Joseph
Catholic School

Miss J. McMorrow

December 1, 2009

Special points of in-
terest:

J

J

Dec. 11th & Cooking Day

Dec. 11th- Christmas
Craft Day

Dec. 14thd Advent Cele-
bration and Christmas Play

Dec. 16thd Polar Ex-
press Dayf wear your
p.j0s.

Dec. 16th- Advent Mass
at Holy Trinity Church
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The Kindergarten Joy Box

Welcome to the Joy Box! Advent is
the time that we are preparing our
homes and hearts for the birth of
Jesus. The Joy Box is an opportunity
for the entire family to take a break
from the busy Holiday schedules and
reflect on the true meaning of
Christmas. Take a moment to go
through the box and empty all the
contents. You will need a table and
some crayons to complete the activi-
ties.

1. Spread out the tablecloth and
carefully pull out the Advent
wreath. Extra candles are pro-
vided if the candles have burnt

out. Light the first purple candle.
Say the Advent prayer . (Check
your calendar for the number and
color of candles to be lit.)

Set up the nativity scene. Discuss
the people and who they were in
relation to Jesus.

Say a little prayer with your fam-
ily. When you are done you can
read the Christmas story from

the box. While enjoying the snack
discuss the story.

Pull out the journal and complete
an entry on what Christmas means
to your family.

Replenish the snack in the box
and send the Box back to school
the next day or make the ar-
rangements needed to pass the
Joy box along. Your assistance
with everyone getting a chance to
do the Joy Box would be greatly
appreciated! So if you live nearby
or can make prior arrangements
with another family, please con-
tact me at the school and let me
know. We will share the journal
entries with each other after the
holidays.

Thank you for your cooperation!

Advent Celebrationd Preparing our Hearts

Each week our students will be participating in Advent celebrations. On the
third week our Kindergarten class will be lighting the three Advent candles
and singing Advent songs and little prayers. Please feel free to join us and (
just check off if your coming to both.

What: Advent Celebration put on by the Kinder Cuties

Why: To share this Advent season with our Kindergarten Family
Where: St. Joseph School

When: Monday, December 14th at 1:00 p.m.

Christmas Playd Celebrating the coming of Jesus

We will be having a small performance put on by our little angels for Christmas.
The children will be getting into the spirit of Christmas. If you would like to
come we are asking that families bring a snack to share and I will provide A

the hot chocolate. Please make sure to fill out the attached form for at- %€ - 4
tending, so we will know how many families will be joining us and how much
to prepare. Thank you and looking forward to sharing with you! =

What: Christmas Play put on by the Kinder Cuties b
Why: To share the story of Jesus®6 Birth Witﬁ""“_xs,

Where: St. Joseph School

rten

When: Monday, December 14th at 1:25p.m. Right after our Advent Celebration
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Christmas Craft Dayd Decorating the Tree

In Kindergarten we have several special theme days that run through the
school year. For Christmas Craft day students will be creating decorations for
the class tree, enjoying Christmas activities, reading The Gingerbread Man
story, and making gingerbread man cookies to eat! If you would like to come in
to volunteer on this special day we would love to have you in! Please sign up on
the calendar outside our door, or just send an email .

What: Christmas Craft Day
When: Friday, December 11th

Parent volunteers are welcome to join us.

Polar Express Dayd We a r

Our last day of school before the
Christmas Holidays will be our Polar
Express Day . It
with our little angels as they get
aboard the Polar Express and use
their ticket to go from station to sta-
tion and it ends with popcorn and the
movie Polar Express.

What: Polar Express Day
When: Wednesday, December 16th

Reading Program

Our reading program is starting the
first week of December. Please take
the time to read with your little one.

1. Read the title with your child and
look over the front cover. Talk
about what pictures you see and
what you think the story is about.

2. Have your child show you how to
turn the pages and how they use
their finger to track as they read
each word.

3. Once they finish sounding out
each word on the page, discuss
the pictures with them.

4, Pl ease return your

the zip lock provided with their
name on it and they can get an-

other book.

Each time they read make sure to
color the gum ball sheet and they
will also get a stamp for every
book they read and then they can
get a treat from the treasure
chest. (Once they have read their
book to Miss McMorrow )

your

Try This!

Try This! Is an activity sheet that will
be sent home randomly throughout the
year starting this month. This sheet
provides excellent ideas, games and
activities that you can work on with
your child to develop the skill listed on
the page. Try This will always be on an
orange sheet that will be in their color
folders, please collect them as we go
and work on the skills listed. Each child
will progress differently on the skills,
so you can check off the Try This that
they are successful on and continue
working on the skills that they need to
develop. Any questions , please contact
me at the school. | hope you will find
these helpful and that you enjoy the
Try This as your child progresses.

Miss J. McMorrow
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